
 
 

NIA CENTRE’S “CARNIVAL ARTS” PROGRAM PARTNERS 

WITH SUGACAYNE DESIGNS AND VENOM CARNIVAL  
Joining Forces to Present Carnival Design for Toronto’s Caribbean Carnival 

 
TORONTO, ONT (May 2017) – As Caribbean carnival season commences in the city of 

Toronto, Nia Centre for the Arts has launched a new Carnival Arts program. The program was 

created with a focus on: (1) developing technological design innovation in carnival arts, (2) 

promoting youth empowerment and education through unique creative opportunities, and (3) 

encouraging a creative entrepreneurial space for artists and their crafts. 

 

To assist with bringing the carnival designs and activities to life, Nia Centre has connected with 

two forces in Toronto’s Caribbean design community, to provide student participants with a real-

world application of their artistic creations and concepts. A partnership with SugaCayne Designs 

brings a unique carnival design and “mas-building” experience from local and international 

Caribbean carnivals. The partnership with Venom Carnival allows Nia Centre to present their 

creations to the city throughout the carnival season—and most importantly—in the Toronto 

Caribbean Carnival’s Grand Parade in August. 

 

“SugaCayne Designs has been creating intricately designed carnival costumes in Toronto for the 

past six years, and their application of the concepts and traditions will be a great educational tool 

for our student participants this summer, and as we continue our Carnival Arts program,” said 

Dwayne Dixon, the executive director of Nia Centre. “Venom Carnival is a new band in the 

Toronto Caribbean Carnival scene, and come with a wealth of knowledge and design expertise 

that will also be an asset to our programming and instruction. Both partnerships allow us to 

present our in-house teachings in an elaborate and exciting way.” 

 

For an up close look at Nia Centre’s Carnival Arts program, as they engage and prepare for this 

year’s carnival festivities in August, connect with @NiaMasToronto on social media, or visit the 

Carnival Arts section of Nia Centre’s website and Facebook page. 
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